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The fructification of the fungus can hardly be mistaken
for any other species. It is one of the bracket fungi, pro-
3 ecting horizontally from the stem of the host plant. Appear-
ing first as a white swollen cushion, it extends horizontally
into a plate which is roughly semicircular, one-half to four
inches in thickness, and up to two feet or more in diameter.
On a plant the size of a tea bush, however, its diameter
"would seldom exceed two or three inches. As it develops,
its colour changes from white to yellow, and finally to some
shade of red : it may be bright red, red-brown, chestnut, or
a. deep mahogany colour. Immature examples have a white
margin, followed by a fairly broad yellow zone, and behind
"that the mature red coloration. But its chief characteristic,
"the one which distinguishes it from most other species, is its
shining, varnished or lacquered, upper surface.

The lower surface of the fructification is white. Inter-
nally, the fungus is dark brown, and consists of two layers,
an upper fibrous layer, and a lower layer of vertical tubes
in which the spores are produced. When the spores are
liberated, they are frequently deposited on the upper surface
*of the pileus as a brown powder. It is supposed that they
are conveyed into that position by air currents.

When growing on coconut or bamboo, Fomes lucidus
"usually has a stalk, up to about four inches high and half
an inch in diameter, deep chestnut or almost black in colour,
and lacquered like the bracket. On dicotyledonous plants,
such as tea, mango, etc., the stalk is, as a rule, almost sup-
pressed, and is only represented by a narrow band round the
broad base of the fungus.

FOMES APPLANATVS Pers.
This fungus was found to cause a root disease of tea in
Ceylon in 1918. It had previously been known to attack the
roots of Acacia decurrens and kill the trees, and in South
India it is known as the cause of a root disease of coffee.
As usual, the disease has been found to be associated with
decaying stumps in the few instances in which it has been
observed. In one case only one bush was killed, and that
was found to be resting on a decaying root of an Inga Saman
(Pithecolobium Saman) which had been cut down, and the